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REPORT. 


Mr.  Roumpokt,  from  the  Select  Committee,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
that  part  of  the  Governor’s  Message  which  adverts  to  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  Dry-Dock  at  Philadelphia,  impressed  with  the  high  impor¬ 
tance  of  this  subject  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  at  large, 
and  especially  to  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  begs  leave 


respectfully  to  Report: 

That  the  many  intrinsic  advantages  which  Philadelphia  9^^® 
he  establishment  of  a  dry-dock,  have  heretofore  been  outweighed  in 
he  opinion  of  many,  by  serious  objections,  namdy :  the  distance  of 
hat  city  from  the  Atlantic,  and  the  want  of  sufficient  water,  at  all 
imes,  in  the  channel  of  the  Delaware,  for  the  safe  navigation  of  ships 

)f  the  line  when  fully  armed  and  fitted  out.  , 

The  application  of  steam  to  navigation  on  the  high  seas  has  de- 
loured  the  immense  distances  which  were  the  natural  defences  of 
wrcontinent  against  foreign  invasion,  The  enormous  expenses  of 
m  expedition;  the  unavoidable  and  annoying  delays;  the  protracted 
md  tLious  voyages ;  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  which  combined,  pre- 
eld  to  our  enemies  the  greatest  obstables  to  the  concentration  of 
Sable  armaments  upon  our  Atlantic  frontier,  have  lost  their  force 
efore  that  irresistible  power  which  has  reduced  the  elements  under 
ds  Iminion !  A  revolution  is  rapidly  taking  place  m  the  naval  ser- 
vice  of  civilized  nations,  both  as  regards  the  piinciples  of  motion  and 
of  armament.  Rapidity  and  certainty  of  movement  wil  complicate 
navallctics,  while  the  fearful  Paixhan  gun  combining  the  unerring 
Sf  the  cannon  to  the  deadly  charge  of  the  mortar  will  shorten 
ffie  duration,  but  enhance  the  horrors  of  battle;  and  the  next  mara- 
Svar  wil  prove  the  vast  superiority  of  steam  sh.ps-those  moving 
volcanoes  of  the  deep,  which,  in  their  dread  irru^ns,  lmrl  a  tern, 
pest  of  iron  and  flame  upon  the  devoted  objects  of  their  attack . 

This  astonishing  revolution  in  the  naval  means  of  offence,  which 
has  involved  the  maratime  nations  of  Europe  in  the  enormous  expense 
of  rLilding  their  respective  navies,  and  which  is  fraught  with  immi- 
nenrdanger  to  the  integrity  of  the  Union  and  the  permanency  of  our 
r^ublican  institutions,  has  already  compelled  the  General  Govern. 
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went  to  keep  pace  with  the  march  of  maratime  improvements.  The 
ponderous  ship  of  the  line  must  soon  give  way  to  the  steam  frigate  of 
lighter  draft,  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  defence  of  our  bays  and  har¬ 
bors,  and,  in  consequence,  the  very  objections  heretofore  started  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  construction  of  a  dry-dock  at  Philadelphia,  now  furnishes 
the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  this  necessary  improvement.  The 
distance  of  our  metropolis  from  the  ocean  will  afford  a  degree  of  protec¬ 
tion  against  sudden  attack,  which  the  close  proximity  to  the  Atlantic,  of 
Charleston,  New  York  and  Norfolk,  no  longer  yields;  and  while  the 
depth  of  the  channel  of  the  river  and  bay  of  Delaware  will  readily 
float,  at  all  times,  our  armed  steamers,  the  intricacy  of  its  course  will 
check  the  progress  of  an  enterprizing  enemy. 

Your  committee  therefore  trust  that  the  central  position  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  its  ready  supply  of  naval  materials  and  mariners,  and  above 
all,  the  unrivalled  skill  and  activity  of  its  ship  carpenters  and  me¬ 
chanics,  who  annually  launch  those  splendid  models  of  architecture, 
which  bear  their  fame  to  the  remotest  seas  of  the  globe,  will  at 
length  be  duly  appreciated  by  Congress,  and  that  the  gallant  “  Mis¬ 
sissippi”  will  commence  a  brilliant  career  by  overcoming  pre-existing 
opposition  to  the  naval  advancement  of  her  native  city. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  offer  the  following  joint  resolutions: 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com,’^ 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  in  General  Assembly  met,  That  our 
Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives  requested 
to  use  all  their  endeavors  to  obtain  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of 
a  dry-dock  in  the  Navy  Yard,  at  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  be  requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  the  Pre-. 
sident  of  the  United  States,  and  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Repre^ 
sentatives  in  Congress, 


